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As well as being the author of the greatest of all children's plays, Peter Pan, J.M. Barrie also wrote

sophisticated social comedy and political satire. The Admirable Crichton and What Every Woman

Knows are shrewd and entertaining contributions to the politics of class and gender, while Mary

Rose is one of the best ghost stories written for the stage. For this edition, the texts of these plays

have been newly edited and are supplemented with an in-depth introduction and detailed

annotations.
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I admit it is odd that, after being a fanatical Pan Fan for three years, I just recently read a copy of the

play (back in March), which is essentially where it all began. I was surprised at how different it was

from the novel "Peter Pan and Wendy". There are several instances in the play that are not in the

novel (for instance, the children try to catch a mermaid), and also some things that have been

added exclusively to the novel (like how Wendy issues examinations on home-life). There were

introductions to each act describing the setting, which is helpful in envisioning the Darling's

adventures. I was sorry to find that the play lacked the emotion of the book, although this was most

likely because I was not actually watching actors perform it. Dialogue and stage directions can be

pretty dull, even with the wonderful narration provided by Barrie. Even though it was lacking in

emotion, most of the characters are more well-developed in the play. Peter and the Darlings are



more realistic in this edition, probably because they have more dialogue. I even liked Tink better in

the play than in the book. However, I was disappointed at what small parts the Lost Boys had. Even

when they did make appearances, their dialogue was not as funny as it was in the book. The same

goes for Mr. Smee. It was also strange to read such a different ending. Slightly the Lost Boy does

not even get Mrs. Darling for his mother! This particular edition also includes the short play "An

Afterthought", where Peter returns when Wendy is grown. I surprised to hear that Wendy had

married a lost boy, although they do not say which one she marries. All in all, I preferred the novel

over the play. It was far more descriptive and touching.
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